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is the life sought by those Initiated by
Orpheus into the Mysteries of Bacchus
and Proserpine, and this is the result of
the practice of the purificatory, or cathartic,
virtues.1

These virtues were necessary for the
Greater Mysteries, as they concerned the
purifying of the subtle body, in which the
soul worked when out of the gross body.
The political or practical virtues belonged
to man's ordinary life, and were required
to some extent before he could be a
candidate even for such a School as is
described below. Then came the cathartic
virtues, by which the subtle body, that of
the emotions and lower mind, was purified ;
thirdly the intellectual, belonging to the
Augoeides, or the light-form of the
intellect; fourthly the contemplative, or
paradigmatic, by which union with God
was realised. Porphyry writes : " He who
energises according to the practical virtues
is a worthy man ; but he who energises
according to the purifying- virtues is an
angelic man, or is also a good daimon.
He who energises according to the intel-
p. 3^4, note on p. 134.